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ORNAMENTATION OF DOORS. 



The ornamenting of doors is a subject that is 
calling for considerable attention. The inevitable 
door, particularly in a hired house, is an object 
of terror to any who desire to ornament a room. 
The color is wrong, the panels are awkward, and 
in despair the space is generally given over to a 
wall banner or fancy fans. A very pretty method, 
one that is easy, inexpensive, and suited to any 
room, is the use of ferns or leaves. If the door is 
white, fix a piece of white paper into the panels, 
fastening in the corners with a tiny steel brad ; 
attach ferns or leaves, using mucilage in small 
quantities. Pill the spaces with ferns of all kinds 
to suit the fancy, then over the whole place a 
panel of tulle or wash blonde that can be slipped 



clusters or long panels, then tulle or coarse netting 
is drawn over the whole; the frame is thus 
covered and made a graceful line of beauty to 
frame the exterior view. Spaces about the ceiling 
that come above the gas and are defaced, can be 
covered with ferns that have been varnished and 
applied directly to a paper cover which should be 
pasted onto the surface of the ceiling. For screens 
in windows that do not command a good prospect, 
paste ferns upon the glass of the lower sash, 
covering the whole with netting. 

These rules apply to pressed ferns of course, 
which can be gathered in nearly all country 
resorts, and should be placed in newspapers as 
soon as gathered and not removed till ready to be 
used. In order to preserve ferns properly, it is 
necessary to have a case on purpose. Take two 
thin boards of the size required, have two holes 



Upon woodwork painted in sombre flat 
colors, satisfaction may be found in applying one 
of various forms of decoration, such as grasses, 
stems, vines, flowers, etc., or Japanese designs of 
flowers, as that particular people know and love 
them ; symbolic landscapes, with pagodas and tea- 
houses, odd-looking boats and odder-looking 
people, clad in exquisite garments of dove color 
and pale pink with silver stars, or turquoise blue, 
lilac or* green, with sprays of gold, and girdled 
about with scarfs of shimmering crimson and rich 
embroidery, such as the orientals alone can create. . 



Pretty frames for drawings and water color 
sketches may be made at home in the following 
manner : First make or purchase a plain pine, 
frame, with a bevelled edge, the size desired for 
the picture. Give it a coat of glue size, and 




over the point of the steel brad in the corner; 
this will preserve the form of the decoration, 
preventing any disarrangement when the door is 
opened or the air is allowed to blow about the 
room. Tiny bows of ribbon or small pompons of 
silk, chennile, or tissue will cover the boards, or a 
brass-headed nail can be driven over them. If 
the door is not white, the panels can be filled 
with cream or gray paper, sufficiently light to 
make a good background for the ferns r and a 
band of yellow satin outlining the panel will 
serve to make the arrangement complete. 

Window casings that are broad and unsightly 
when used with short lace or Madras curtains, are 
also very picturesque treated with ferns in the 
same way. The space is covered with ferns in 



bored in the case, through which strings should 
be passed, allowing length enough to put in 
additional papers which will fill the centre ; put a 
shawl strap about the whole and it is ready to 
put into a carriage at any time, so that one can 
secure any good specimens without danger of 
wilting. Maiden hair, the male and female fern 
and trailing fern are all desirable. 



An effective and easily made decoration to 
break a space upon a barren wall, is an eighteen 
inch square board, quite thin, and covered 
smoothly with plush. After hanging it diamond- 
wise by means of loops screwed to the back, nail 
in the centre a carved and gilded bracket large 
enough to hold a vase or figure. 



while wet sprinkle the surface with cracked corn, 
all but the edges, which are to be left smooth. 
When quite dry a second coat of glue is necessary. 
After a few days, when the drying process is 
again completed, gild it all over with gold paint, 
such as comes in bottles for plaques and china 
painting. 



Waste-paper baskets are made of Chinese 
straw painted in floral designs with oils, the same 
style being seen in racks for paper, doors for cup- 
boards, etc. 



Hangings, whether for windows or doors, 
should not match. This is the last dictum of 
fashion. 



